
 
Our Worship Schedule  

 
Weekly Sunday Worship  
 
8:00 am Rite I Eucharist, with coffee afterwards 
10:00 am Rite II Eucharist with hymns, followed 
by our festive coffee hour 
 
Craft Sundays offered at 10:00 am throughout 
the summer. All kids pre-K to 8th grade are 
welcome!  
 

 
 
 

The new program year kicks off on  
Sunday, September 9th ! 
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News from the Community at Good Shepherd  

 

Ahhhh, July and August at last!  They invite us 
back to our natural bodies, to shed all the layers 
that protect us from the wild world, and to 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Ƙƻǘ ƭƛŦŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
that often abduct us, too.  Fireflies at night.  
Blackberry picking.  King Kone.  In our liturgy 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳΥ άDƻŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
power, ruler of the universe, you are worthy of 
glory and praise.  At your command, all things 
came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar 
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ƻǳǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ  
Luxuriate in our island home this summer.  
Luxuriate in the living, incarnate God.  Lori and I 
shall, as we discover more towns of the Hudson 
±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  ό/ŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘΗύ 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ς do something wild this 
summer.  Truly wild.  What are you doing with 
your one wild and precious life, anyway?  
Consider becoming like a child again, if only for a 
Ƙƻǘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ !ǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƻ ǎǳŎƘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘέ όaŀǊƪ млΥмпύΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ 
that mean for you?  For You?   
 
For me, it means Cajun dancing with my 
headstrong cottage garden.  For you, it may mean 
thrilling to the views from a swing.  Frying green 
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tomatoes.  Canoeing.  Or crying fresh tears.  
Whatever it is, just do it.  Do it.  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
Kingdom of God.  As poet Mark Jarman warns: 
ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
be childlike, our adult temptations will besiege 
us.  And drag ǳǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻΦ  ά²Ŝ 
ƭƛŜ ƛƴ ōŜŘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣέ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
the future, always the future, always forgetting 
that it will be the past, hard and hollow, veiled 
ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƳƛƴƎΣ ǎƻƻƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦέ ό{ƛƎƘύΦ  LƴŘŜŜŘΦ   
 
{ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǿΦ  DƻŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Now.  The eternal Now.  The July and August 
Now. 
 
IŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿǊŜƴ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƎŀǊ ƳŀǇƭŜΚ  LǘΩǎ 
God calling.  Run.  To such belongs the Kingdom 
of God.   
 
Happy summer, beloved. 
 
Faithfully, 
 

Hal 
 
 

   
John leads a reading.  Sunday School Graduation Ms. Cecilia & Julia perform a duet. 

  

The Swing 

by Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

How do you like to go up in a swing,  

   Up in the air so blue?  

Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing  

   Ever a child can do!  

 

Up in the air and over the wall,  

   Till I can see so wide,  

Rivers and trees and cattle and all  

   Over the countrysideɂ  

 

Till I look down on the garden green,  

   Down on the roof so brownɂ  

Up in the air I go flying again,  

   Up in the air and down! 

 



www. goodshepherdny .org | 3  

Sunday School 
 
June was a wonderful month for our 
Sunday School Group.  Many of us enjoyed 
the Family Painting party making a mug or 
picture frame for our Dads (our ourselves!). 
The Graduation Service on June 10th was a 
joyful celebration of the program year.  We 
had fantastic musicians, readers, acolytes, 
ushers and element bearers.  We also 
demonstrated our gratitude to our 
teachers ς they were a spectacular group 
this year ς we could not have done it 
without them!  Students were given a 
graduation certificate and will hopefully 
enjoy their Cold Stone gift cards this 
summer!   
 
Speaking of summer ς just because school 
is out does not mean Sunday School closes 
down at Good Shepherd.  Please join us 
any summer Sunday at the 10AM service 
for our summer craft Sundays.  Kids grades 
PreK-8 are welcome.  Younger kids do 
crafts and stories while MS Youth Group 
helps the teacher.  ItΩs a laid back and fun 
way to learn more about the gospels.   
 
Finally don't forget to mark your calendar 
for Vacation Bible Camp.  The Camp is 
August 22-24 from 9:00-12:30 each day.  
The theme is making good choices and 
includes a day to celebrate the earth, 

cherish our animal friends and transform 
into our best super-hero selves.  Please 
see Megan or Father Hal for more info.   
 
Happy summer from the Sunday School 
Committee! 
 
 
  

FIREFLIES IN THE GARDEN  
By Robert Frost 

 

Here come real stars to fill the upper skies, 
And here on earth come emulating flies, 

That though they never equal stars in size, 
(And they were never really stars at heart) 

Achieve at times a very star-like start. 
Only, of course, they can't sustain the part. 

Sunday School graduates! 

Claire is crucifer, and Anna & Emily are torchbearers. 

Logan, John, Anna, & Ms. Cecilia were a fabulous ensemble! 
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Middle School Youth 
 

The Middle School Youth Group finished 
strong this program year.  Our June 10th 
Graduation Service was one filled with 
changes.  Two of our members were heartily 
welcomed into the High School Youth Group 
and one member of Sunday School was 
welcomed into our Middle School Youth 
Group.  Each MS Youth Group student 
received a Cold Stone Gift Card for all of 
their dedication and hard work this year.  
We also celebrated the MS Youth Leaders 
who provided the guidance, learning and 
support throughout the program year.   
 
This Group of Youth and Leaders were 
especially focused on outreach in 2017-
2018 and will continue to do so with the 
July School Supply Drive.  The Community 
Center for Northern Westchester is 
collecting school supplies for Fall 2018. The 
MS Youth hope to lead a collection here at 
Good Shepherd, bring the supplies to 
CCNW, and stock shelves to support CCNW.  
Please see the list of requested items on the 
next page, and help if you can!   
 
Also this summer, MS Youth will hopefully 
attend summer craft Sundays at the 10AM 
service throughout both July and August.  
Their assistance with stories, games and 
crafts for the younger kids will be much 
appreciated by the Craft Sunday teachers!   
 
MS Youth looking for community service 
hours will also serve as Counselors at 
Vacation Bible Camp on August 22-24.  
Please contact Megan or Father Hal with 
questions.   
 
Have a relaxing summer from the MS 
Youth Group Committee.  

Emily presents HS Youth T-Shirts to Logan & Jonathan. 

And they are officially welcomed with the  
Top Secret HS Youth Group salute! 

MS leaders Cathy, Jose, Bruce, and Megan are acknowledged. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE 2018 
PRESCHOOL:  
Crayola large crayons 
Coloring book or pad 
 
ELEMENTARY: 

Crayola Washable Markers 

Crayola crayons (box of 24) 

Glue sticks 

Colored pencils 

#2 pencils (packages of 12) 

Two-pocket folders 

Black & white marble composition books 

Handheld pencil sharpener 

Erasers 

оέȄоέ tƻǎǘ-Its 

Soft nylon pencil bag 

мнέ ǊǳƭŜǊ όƛƴŎƘŜǎ ϧ ƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǳƴƛǘǎύ 

 

SECONDARY: 

Colored pencils 

#2 pencils (packages of 12) 

мέ о-ring binders 

Notebook filler paper 

Subject dividers 

Single-subject notebooks 

Two-pocket plastic folders 

Black & white marble 

composition books 

оέ Ȅ рέ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊǳƭŜŘ ƛƴŘŜȄ ŎŀǊŘǎ 

оέ Ȅ оέ tƻǎǘ-Its 

Erasers 

Soft nylon pencil bag 

 

A donation of  
$25 

 will  provide a 
student with basic 

supplies! 
 

 

The Children  
By Mark Jarman 

 

The children are hiding among the raspberry canes. 
They look big to one another, the garden small. 
Already in their mouths this soft fruit 
That lasts so briefly in the supermarket 
Tastes like the past. The gritty wall,  
Behind the veil of leaves, is hollow. 
There are yellow wasps inside it. The children know. 
They know the wall is hard, although it hums. 
They know a lot and will not forget it soon. 
 
When did we forget? But we were never 
Children, never found where they were hiding 
And hid with them, never followed 
The wasp down into its nest 
With a fingertip that still tingles. 
We lie in bed at night, thinking about 
The future, always the future, always forgetting 
That it will be the past, hard and hollow, 
Veiled and humming, soon enough. 
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The Summer Day 
By Mary Oliver 

 
Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean ð 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth 
instead of up and down-  
who is gazing around with her enormous and 
complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and 
thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats 
away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall 
down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the 
grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll 
through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 
 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 

Building Our 
Relationship with Our 

Eternal Father  
By Cecilia Sparacio 

 
LǘΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ DƻƻŘ 
Shepherd. The service, sermon, and 
fellowship have kindled a spirit of hope and 
determination to more fully live out the 
values of my Christian faith.  Sundays are 
my spiritual workout day, but come 
Monday, I can already feel the fervor of 
that day behind me.  Short from staying in 
contact with my fellow parishioners, what 
can I do today to make those words of the 
scripture jump off the page and light the 
fire of my week? 
 
Take baby steps.  A fire need only be a 
continuous flame that is fed in small 
regular increments rewarding the giver 
with warmth and light.  And so I submit 
that in our spiritual tool box lies a familiar 
yet underused tool to feed that flame; 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ  
The first step is to take it with us from 
church and bring it home.  At mealtime and 
before bed, prayer may make a short 
appearance depending on the mood.  Is 
that enough prayer to keep our continuous 
flame? 
 
As we consider the intention of giving 
prayer greater space, we can ask ourselves 
ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  aȅ 
answers were: 
I do it enough at church. 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻǿΦ 
 
Here is how I changed the narrative: 
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I do it enough at church:  I determined that 
enough was good for church but I wanted more 
during the week. 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΥ  Every change worth making 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
happens. 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƻǿΥ This was a big obstacle, and an 
experience at Good Shepherd put me on an 
opening path: 
 

A number of years ago, I volunteered to do one 
hour of prayer during a twenty-four hour prayer 
vigil. I had never prayed continually for one hour. 
After reading written prayers, I tried feeling 
connected but failed. My answer was to be honest 
with myself, and ask myself what experience 
brought me close to God.  I spent the next hour 
hymn singing.  Lesson leŀǊƴŜŘΧ.Ŝ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 
the path to which the spirit is drawn.  
 

We can take our intention, and remind ourselves 
every day how God appears in our everyday 
experience.  Prayer as part of our daily routine 
reveals and keeps open our connection with God, 
God who loves us and lets us know he created this 
beauty of nature, and he bestowed his gifts on our 

family and friends.  Prayer is an expression of our 
love for God and all he gives us.  It is a time where 
we can send up our voices of praise and 
thanksgiving.  Prayer, when given a comfortable 
place and welcome invitation, can enter in and 
remain a holy presence. 
 

When we pull up a chair, look out our window, 
and listen for our hearts to beat, a bird to sing, 
and the wind to rustle through the trees, our 
awakening of those moments is where prayer 
exists.  From there, a deeper life of prayer is 
within our grasp. And as we personally grow in 
prayer, its dimension expands into a freedom of 
embracing and intertwining with other people 
who pray.  When prayer becomes a habit, it is 
truly integrated into the fabric of living and 
becomes a lively, dependable source of strength, 
comfort and wonder.   

We begin to pray, believing that it is our 

own initiative that compels us to do so.  

Instead, we learn that it is always Godõs 

initiative within usé.  

 
(From: Crossing the Threshold of Hope)  

Emily plays a piano solo. 

Wonderful choir anthem during Confirmation. 

Bishop Dietsche leads us in renewing our Baptismal Covenant. 

David & Katie 


