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CELEBRATION OF NEW MINISTRY

On Friday, April 16, 2010, at 6:30 PM, the Right Reverend Mark S. Sisk will celebrate and
officiate at the Institution and Installation of the Reverend Matthew Hoxsie Mead as rector
at Good Shepherd. The service will be followed by a very festive reception. All are
welcome! Childcare will be provided during the service and reception. Please mark your
calendars for this once in a lifetime event!

BISHOP’S VISITATION

We are thrilled to have Bishop Sisk visit Good Shepherd (for a second time in 2010) on
Sunday, June 20, 2010. Confirmation will be administered on this day. Please mark your
calendars!

FROM THE RECTOR: OUTREACH & INREACH

Matthew Mead
A recent conference on Church growth noted that churches that do not actively work at
charitable outreach do not grow. I’m very happy to be the rector of Good Shepherd, in part,
because we are growing and we actively work at charitable outreach. In addition to our
annual efforts supporting the Carpenter’s Kids (see the letter on pages 7-9 of this newsletter)
Good Shepherd is offering several important outreach projects in the next month.
On Thursday, March 25, we will celebrate the Feast of the Annunciation of Our Lord
Jesus Christ with the Holy Eucharist and a wine tasting fund raiser. At 6:00 PM we
will gather for worship in the church. The service will be sung and will feature a guest
preacher, the Reverend John Merz. Father Merz is the chaplain at New York University for
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the Diocese of New York. He will also be at Good Shepherd in July as our assistant supply
priest. After the service concludes there will be a wine tasting in the Parish Hall. A
minimum suggested donation of $20 is asked to raise funds for the parish and for two
specific outreach projects: The Keon Center and the Northern Westchester Community
Center Food Pantry in Katonah. Wine will be sold at the wine tasting and both a portion of
the proceeds from the wine that is sold and the money offering from the Holy Eucharist will
go toward this fundraising effort.
On April 1, 2010, the church celebrates Maundy Thursday. (More information on the
service is below in the section on the Easter Triduum). The offering at the 7:30 PM
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper traditionally goes directly to the poor. This year, the entire
offering will be given to two outreach efforts: the Northern Westchester Community Center
Food Pantry in Katonah and Episcopal Relief & Development’s Haiti Fund.
On Sunday, February 14, 2010, the Last Sunday after Epiphany, the Sunday School
offered a chocolate fountain fundraiser which raised over $250. The proceeds were
given to Episcopal Relief & Development’s Haiti Fund. Thanks so much to all who
contributed and to all who made this wonderful event happen.
Inreach may or may not be a real word, but at Good Shepherd we actively practice both
charitable outreach and charitable inreach. The Family Support Fund is a parish fund that is
designed to assist members within our own parish family in times of need. Currently, the
Fund has a little less than $2000 in it; I would like to make a specific appeal to every member
and friend of the parish, who are able to, to support and contribute to this Fund. It is my
hope that by June 20, 2010, when Bishop Sisk visits for Confirmations, we can double the
amount of money in the Fund. I hope you will join me in making a donation to the Family
Support Fund: please make checks payable to the “Church of the Good Shepherd” with a
note designating “Family Support Fund”.
These outreach and inreach efforts are only possible when we work together. Supporting
the parish financially allows us to keep the building open and staffed so that we can gather
and begin to live out Christ’s command to love our neighbors. Our pledge goal for 2010 is
$120,000. We are currently at $88,654 (74%)! Making our goal allows us to balance to
continue to do the many different outreach projects we are doing… and then do even more!
If you haven’t yet made a pledge, please consider making one – please speak to Bob Bubeck
or to me, the rector. A pledge supports the entire mission of the church and makes the
charitable outreach and inreach projects that we do possible. Thanks so much and God
bless!
2

SPRING CLEANING: SATURDAY, MARCH 27

Please come to help spruce up the church for our Easter season. We will be rolling up our
sleeves on Saturday, March 27, 2010 starting at 9:00 AM and anticipate finishing up
promptly at 3:00 PM in order to start our traditional food and beverage “happy hour(s)”.
Please come for all or any part of the day (or at the very least, happy hour). There will be a
sign up sheet in the hallway. Let’s make our church shine for Palm Sunday and Easter! Any
questions please contact Bruce Barber (914-299-5293).

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

Below are a few reflections for Holy Week and Easter. They are expanded and adapted from descriptions of
the service originally written for the bulletins for each service by the Reverend Stephen Gerth, rector of Saint
Mary the Virgin, in Times Square. Father Gerth is my former rector and he will be preaching at my
Institution service on April 16. The services of the Easter Triduum are awesome and worth taking a few
evenings off to participate in, please mark your calendars if you are able to attend. Let the Spirit move you!

THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010, begins Holy Week. The Sunday of the Passion was the
Church’s first “Good Friday.” This celebration continues to this day. Since the fourth
century the Church has also celebrated the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on the
Sunday before he was crucified. In the Episcopal Church this day is known as “The Sunday
of the Passion: Palm Sunday.” The liturgy recalls both the final entrance of Jesus into
Jerusalem and his death on the cross and burial. Following the Blessing of Palms, the
congregation processes into the church where the Passion is celebrated at the Holy
Eucharist. On Passion Sunday, one Passion narrative is read (with members of the
congregation playing all of the important parts) in it’s entirely. Each of the Synoptic
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) Passion narratives is read across a three-year cycle. This year,
Year C, we read Luke. The Sunday of the Passion begins Holy Week, which culminates in
the Easter Triduum. On Palm Sunday Christian communities begin to prepare in earnest for
the celebration of Easter. At sunset on Thursday of this week the Church concludes our
season of preparation, Lent, and enters its most sacred days, the Easter Triduum (TRIHdjoo-um – “Three Days”). The Easter Triduum, the celebration of the Lord’s Passover, is the
center of the Church’s life.
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THE EASTER TRIDUUM:
MAUNDY THURSDAY, GOOD FRIDAY, EASTER EVE

The Easter Triduum (TRIH-djoo-um), the Great Three Days, begins on Maundy Thursday,
April 1, 2010. Lent has ended, and we begin the celebration of the Passover of the Lord
from death to life. During these Three Days Christians still reckon time according to the
customs of the Jewish people. For the convenience of those who are attending the entire
Triduum, the services will be compiled into one bulletin.
Maundy Thursday is April 1. Before the service a traditional Agape Supper will be offered
in the Guild Room and Hall at 6:45 PM – the dinner is light potluck (a signup sheet is
outside the Guild Room). The liturgy of the Lord’s Supper begins at 7:30 PM in the church.
A number of ancient rites are observed during the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper,
including the washing of feet. Bread and wine are consecrated for the ministration of Holy
Communion, both for that evening’s service and for the Good Friday Liturgy. On Maundy
Thursday the Church’s money offering is entirely for the poor; it will be used to support the
Food Panty at Northern Westchester Community Center in Katonah. At the end of the
service, the Eucharist is reposed in an ambry in the Sacristy, the altar is washed with wine
and water, and the sanctuary is stripped of all ornament and furnishing. The Cross is veiled,
and silence is observed after the liturgy.
Several minor devotions are customary between the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday
and the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord on Good Friday. The first of these
devotions is the Watch, when Christians traditionally “keep watch” for a period of time
during Thursday Night or throughout the day on Friday. Good Shepherd will remain open
all day on Good Friday so that anyone who wishes can pray or meditate. In addition Good
Shepherd offers a traditional Lenten devotion known as the Stations of the Cross on Good
Friday at 12:00 PM and 6:45 PM – Stations are also offered throughout Lent: Wednesdays at
6:00 PM and Fridays at 8:00 AM. For centuries, these minor devotions have been observed
by some Christians in addition to the major liturgies of the Triduum.
On Good Friday, April 2, 2010, we celebrate the second of the great liturgies of the Easter
Triduum, the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord. The worship and ceremonies of the
Church on Good Friday are for many Christians the most powerful of the Church year. The
liturgy begins with the priest prostrate before the altar and the people kneeling. Following
the Liturgy of the Word and the Passion Narrative from Saint John, the Church offers its
prayers in a form used by the ancient Church, a form now used only on Good Friday. Then
we are invited to participate in the Showing of the Cross to praise the resurrection of the
Lord. Finally we receive Holy Communion from the Sacrament consecrated at the
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Silence is observed before and after the liturgy. Like
Maundy Thursday, there is no after service greeting or reception until the conclusion of the
Great Vigil of Easter.
The Great Vigil of Easter, celebrated on Saturday night, April 3, 2010, is the final part
of a service which began on Maundy Thursday. It begins in an Upper Room. It ends at a
tomb wherein Christ rises from the dead. In the dark we await the light that proclaims the
resurrection. Then we share that light. The ceremonies of this night are about death and
life, about an old Adam and a new Adam, about an apple, about bees, and about the smell of
blood, both at death and at birth. The central Christian belief is that Jesus was crucified and
he rose from the dead. In the liturgical tradition of the Church this is not a past or an
abstract reality. The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is remembered and made present
in our worship and in our common life. “Jesus Christ, yesterday and today, the Beginning
and End, Alpha and Omega. His are all times and ages. To him be glory and dominion
through all eternity.” Before the service there will be a pasta potluck dinner – a signup sheet
is in the hall. After the Vigil, a champagne and chocolate reception will be help in the hall!
All are welcome to attend any or all of the services of the Triduum. If you have never
experienced the Paschal Mystery as it unfolds over the Great Three Days, I highly
recommend setting these three evenings aside during Holy Week. It’s an awesome
celebration!

EASTER DAY: THE SUNDAY OF TH E RESURRECTION

The Sunday of the Resurrection, Easter Sunday, is April 4, 2010. The central Christian belief
is that Jesus was crucified and rose from the dead. In our worship this is not a past or an
abstract reality. The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is remembered and made present
in our worship and in our common life. “Jesus Christ, yesterday and today, the Beginning
and End, Alpha and Omega. His are all times and ages. To him be glory and dominion
through all eternity.” “Easter” is the English language name for the Sunday of the
Resurrection. In most languages, the given name is some form of the word “Passover.”
Easter celebrates the “Passover” of Jesus from death to life. The date of Easter, though a
matter of controversy at different points in history, has always been connected with the
conjunction of the lunar and solar calendars. For Western Christians, Easter Day is the first
Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring equinox. Easter Day cannot be earlier than
March 22 or later than April 25. The service will be followed by an Easter Egg hunt.

5

THROUGHOUT LENT

Stations of the Cross will be offered throughout Lent on Wednesday evenings (beginning
on February 24) at 6:00 PM and on Friday mornings (beginning on February 19) at 8:00 AM.
Stations of the Cross is a devotional service – you can go more than once and the more you
go the more you will get out of it. The words of the service are deeply rooted in scripture.
A number of the stations are taken directly from Gospel accounts of the Passion and quote
extensively from the New Testament. Other stations are traditional events that are not
narrated in the New Testament, but quote extensively from Old Testament passages that
prefigure or predict the Passion of Christ. The most common pattern used in churches
these days is fourteen stations with an optional fifteenth station of the Resurrection. At
various times the common practice had been to observe as few as seven stations and as
many as thirty-three stations.

MEMORIAL GARDEN

The Vestry has authorized the formation of a committee to create a new memorial garden. If
interested in serving on the committee, please contact Bruce Barber (914-299-5293).
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IN OUR PRAYERS

We continue to pray for Cindy Sotter, our parish secretary, and her family. Cindy was
hospitalized in February after suffering several small strokes. She is currently undergoing
rehabilitation and recovery in Sky View Nursing Home is Croton.
We continue to pray for Harry Stebbins and his family. Harry was hospitalized in February
and has been undergoing rehabilitation and recovery in Springvale/Bethel Nursing Home.
Our prayers are also asked for Mary Lou, Donald, Jackie, Janice, Andy, Sonya, Angel and
Shamyra; and the children of the Carpenter’s Kids program in Tanzania; we pray for an end
to all war and armed conflict and for our service men and women on active duty, especially
Brandon.

“WH Y I LOVE GOOD SHEPHERD”
Arleen Flury

This article is the fourth in a series presented by the 2010 Stewardship Committee. If you are interested in
submitting an article for the series, please contact Father Matt, we’d love to print your submission! This
month we continue the series with a note from Arleen Flury:
We first came to Good Shepherd in the summer of 1984 when my daughter Michelle was 9
years old. Her Brownie troop buddy invited us to attend a Sunday service with her family. It
happened to be a “folk Sunday” which was held once a month. Fr. Dresser gave a children’s
sermon using a puppet named Gloria and the music was light and uplifting. Michelle looked
forward to returning, and although I was raised in the Presbyterian Church, and the
Episcopal Church seemed a bit foreign to me, I was glad that she wanted to come back so I
decided we should give it a try. At coffee hour the first people we met were the Stebbins
and the Sotters. They were warm and friendly and made us feel welcome. That was over 25
years ago. Since then I have been involved with Sunday School, Altar Guild, Lay Readers,
Ushers, WOCOGs and Vestry. I have made so many more friendships… and it all started
with a simple “Hi, my name is…..Welcome to Good Shepherd!”.
What I love most about Good Shepherd is the real sense of family. I have felt God’s hand
at work in this parish time and time again. Over the years, as a parish family, we have
overcome some huge bumps in the road. Like most families, we have had some major
disagreements and rifts. But even in those times, the issues never rose above our love and
concern for one another. Whenever someone was hurting, we circled the wagons, dropped
all other issues, and did whatever we could to take care of them. There were some years
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when there were more funerals than we thought we could bear, among them two precious
children, which broke our hearts. But it was then that I learned we are God’s gift to each
other. The faith and hope that we share supports us and helps us heal.
I can see that good things are happening now. The enthusiasm and sense of expectation is
palpable; much of which is attributable to Fr. Matt’s enthusiasm and energy. We are growing
in numbers and in fellowship. I see new faces every week, and the sound of chattering
children streaming in from Sunday school during the 10:00 AM service gives confirmation
that we are a living, thriving parish. The fact that nearly 100 family and friends attended the
12th Night celebration is exciting. I am certain that we are on a good path and things will
only get better.
We came looking… we stayed because we found what we were looking for…. I hope that
those who are new to Good Shepherd will come to feel this sense of family as well and stay
with us for a long time to come.
Hi, my name is Arleen Flury….Welcome to Good Shepherd!

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:
ADULT EDUCATION & CONFIRMATION CLASSES

Parts of the Gospel accounts of the Passion are read every year during Holy Week (Matthew,
Mark & Luke are read in a three year cycle on Palm/Passion Sunday; John is read every year
on Good Friday). The narratives of Jesus’ death and resurrection are the heart of the
Gospels. The texts are better, richer and more interesting than any movie. The class will be
offered on Sundays at 9:00 AM and again on Tuesdays at 6:00 PM (The Tuesday class will
repeat what was covered on Sunday). This class is designed both for adults and also for
young people who wish to be Confirmed by the Bishop in June. This class is open to
everyone. It is a wonderful opportunity for people who recently discovered or rediscovered
Christ to learn about their faith. It can serve as a helpful refresher for Christians who want
to recharge their spiritual batteries. It is a fantastic way for any Christian to prepare for Holy
Week & Easter. The class is being offered twice each week in the hopes that more people
will be able to find a way to fit it into their schedules. Food and beverages are welcome at
both classes.
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GROW OUR CH URCH

Bring a friend to Annunciation and Wine Tasting; say: “It’s fun and it’s all for charity!”
Bring a friend to Palm Sunday; say: “There are free Palms!”
Bring a friend to Easter Sunday; say: “Easter Sunday is AWESOME!”
Tell your friends about the Outreach Projects Good Shepherd does!
Every Sunday Morning introduce yourself to someone new!

2010 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
The Stewardship Committee

The 2010 Stewardship Campaign continues. Our goal is $120,000. So far we have received
pledge cards totaling $88,654. We’re 74% of the way to our goal!

SUNDAY SCHOOL: HEADING INTO SPRING
Glenn Hintze for the Sunday School Committee

Our most recent Family Sunday was held February 21, with the children performing the
regular duties in the 10:00 AM service. They really enjoy coming in to read scripture and
prayers, usher, collect offerings and help with communion and we hope you enjoy watching
them. Several of them are already acolytes and the rest are in training! Thanks much to
Vernon and Yolanda Alexander and Suzanne Bracken for teaching the last six-week session.
Suzanne is staying on to teach the next session, to be joined by Mella Donofrio and Jessie
Lewis. Their lessons will encompass the stories of Lent, Palm Sunday and Easter and will
culminate in another Family Sunday session on April 25. Just a reminder: no Sunday School
class on Palm Sunday (March 28) and Easter Sunday (April 4) as we want the children to
experience the full church worship with their families.
Our final session of the spring will commence May 2 and culminate in a concert and
graduation, tentatively set for May 23. That’s always a special day so please mark your
calendars. Gwen Greene has graciously offered to again work with the children on the
concert but we need teachers, even for just one Sunday, to pair with Gwen and give a short
lesson. There are just three teaching Sundays in this session so if you have been thinking
about joining us, it would be good time. You'll get plenty of support and the children are an
absolute delight to work with!
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After the formal program ends, we will offer informal activities/crafts for the children on
Sundays through June to keep them busy. Volunteers are needed for that as well! You
might share your hobby or avocation! Please see any Sunday School Committee member if
you are interested.

SUNDAY & HOLY DAY ATTENDANCE IN FEBRUARY

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, January 31, 2010: 76
Candlemas: The Presentation in the Temple, Tuesday, February 2, 2010: 38
The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, February 7, 2010: 121 (Boy Scout Sunday)
The Last Sunday after Epiphany, February 14, 2010: 89
The First Day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010: 77 (includes Kasparian funeral)
The First Sunday in Lent, February 21, 2010: 87
Total Sunday Attendance for 2010: 780
Average Sunday attendance for 2010: 97.5

ARTICLES FOR APRIL SHEPH ERD’S VOICE
Please submit all articles for the February Voice by March 15.

WINE TASTING

The Feast of the Annunciation will be celebrated on March 25, 2010. Sung Holy
Eucharist will be celebrated at 6:00 PM. The service will followed by a winetasting/fundraiser for the parish. All are welcome to the event. Children under 21 (who for
obvious reasons cannot drink wine) are welcome to come for free. The suggested donation
for adults is $20 in advance of the event. The wine that we taste will be made available for
sale. The church receives 15% of all wine sold and all donations for entry.
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MARCH LITURGICAL ASSIGNMENTS

Please contact Father Matt if you are unable to serve as scheduled. Thanks a million!
S
unday, February 28, 2010
OT Reader
John Kaprielian
NT Reader
Emily Barber
Prayers
Maria Kaprielian
Acolytes
Abby Vesperman
Emily Vesperman
Jesse Lewis
Chalice Bearer
Phil Levy
Ushers
Rick Vesperman
Sally Stevens

Sunday, March 21, 2010
OT Reader
Marshall Kidder
NT Reader
Amanda Corcione
Prayers
Rick Vesperman
Acolytes
Gretchen Hintze
Melody Rubino
Emily Vesperman
Chalice Bearer
Diane Buschel
Ushers
Bob Velzy
Bernie Sotter

Sunday, March 7, 2010
OT Reader
Glenn Hintze
NT Reader
Alex Mattos
Prayers
Rick Vesperman
Acolytes
Gretchen Hintze
David Batten
Claire Hintze
Chalice Bearer
Diane Buschel
Ushers
Bob Velzy
Rick Vesperman
Mike Hiller

Annunciation, Thursday, March 25, 2010
OT Reader
Rick Vesperman
NT Reader
Gretchen Hintze
Prayers
John Kaprielian
Acolytes
Abby Vesperman
Emily Vesperman
Jesse Lewis
Chalice Bearer
Fr. Merz
Ushers
Sally Stevens
Rick Vesperman
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010
OT Reader
Jim Corning
NT Reader
Sarah Corning
Prayers
Maria Kaprielian
Acolytes
Liam Kenny
Melody Rubino
Gretchen Hintze
Abby Vesperman
Emily Vesperman
Lindsey Velzy
David Batten
Claire Hintze
Chalice Bearer
Phil Levy
Ushers
Bernie Sotter
Bob Velzy
Arleen Flury
Rick Vesperman
Mike Hiller

Sunday, March 14, 2010
OT Reader
Arleen Flury
NT Reader
Joe Corcione
Prayers
Sally Stevens
Acolytes
Liam Kenny
Lindsey Velzy
David Batten
Chalice Bearer
Dorothy Baeder
Ushers
Bob Velzy
Arleen Flury
Mike Hiller
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MARCH BIRTH DAYS
3/1
3/3
3/3
3/4
3/8
3/9
3/10
3/15
3/17
3/26
3/31

Bob Bubeck;
Victoria Mattos
Margaret Parsons
Jessie Lewis
Amanda Corcione
Max Kordys
Vilma Mulholland
Brittany Alexander
Thelma Barlow
Michael James Anthony Harris
Ashley Alexander

Updates Parish Directories are available at the Church

Make sure you pick up your copy of the Parish Directory this Sunday!

Where were the photos in the March Shepherd’s Voice?

If you have photos and you would like them printed in the voice… please give
them to the rector via email: mead@goodshepherdny.org

Contact information for the Reverend Matthew Mead
Work: 914.248.5631
Cell: 914.471.0260
Home (in case of emergency): 914.556.6246
Email: mead@goodshepherdny.org
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THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
39 Granite Springs Road
Granite Springs, New York 10527
www.goodshepherdny.org
914-248-5631

STAFF
The Reverend Matthew Mead, Rector; Cindy Sotter, Secretary;
Cecilia Sparacio, Organist; Anne Siemerling, Sexton.
VESTRY & PARISH OFFICERS
Jim Corning, Warden; Bruce Barber, Warden; Jan Corning, Clerk; Bob Bubeck, Financial Officer;
Sally Stevens, Treasurer; Arleen Flury; Glenn Hintze; Gwendolyn Greene;
Maria Kaprielian; Dorothy Light; Pat Mulholland; Bob Velzy.

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
P. O. DRAWER A
39 GRANITE SPRINGS ROAD
GRANITE SPRINGS, NEW YORK 10527
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